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1 . I DISCUSSED AT LENGTH THIS AFTERNOON WITH SAUDI 
FOREIGN MINISTER PRINCE SAUD THE CURRENT LEBANESE 
SITUATION. I SAID WE WERE CONCERNED THAT THE CURRENT 
TENSE CEASEEIRE MIGHT BREAK DOWN AND SAID WE 
HOPED THAT SAUDI ARABIA WAS DOING ALL POSSIBLE 

TO HELP THE LEBANESE SITUATION STABLILIZE. WE 
HOPE PARTICULARLY THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD USE ITS 
CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE TO MODERATE POSITIONS OE 
THE PALESTINIANS AND THE SYRIANS. 

2. SAUD SAID THAT SAUDI ARABIA WAS AT LEAST AS 
CONCERNED ABOUT LEBANON AS WAS THE UNITED STATES; 
THAT IT WAS DOING ALL IT COULD WITH ALL ARAB EACTIONS 
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WERE DOING. HE SAID THERE WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE 
UTILITY IN SEEING WHO WAS PROFITTING BY THE LEBANESE 
REVOLUTION AND ANSWERED HIS OWN QUESTION BY SAYING 
"IT'S YOUR FRIENDS, ISRAEL AND THE SOVIET UNION." 

HE SAID THAT THE SAUDIS KNEW THAT BOTH ISRAEL AND 
THE SOVIET UNION WERE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE LEBANESE 
STRIFE (HE DID NOT GO INTO DETAIL), AND ASKED IF WE 
HAD PUT ANY PRESSURE ON ISRAEL AND THE SOVIET UNION 
TO DESIST. 

3. I SAID THAT I KNEW OF NO APPROACH TO ISRAEL AND THE 
SOVIET UNION APART FROM OUR GENERAL WARNING TO OUTSIDE 
POWERS TO REFRAIN FROM INTERFERING IN LEBANON. 

THIS WOULD PRESUMABLY APPLY TO ISRAEL, USSR, 

SYRIA AND LIBYA, OR ANYONE ELSE WHO MIGHT 
INTERFERE. HE ASKED WHAT DETAILS I HAD ABOUT 
THIS "WARNING." I TOLD HIM I KNEW ONLY WHAT I 
HAD READ IN THE PRESS ACCOUNTS. I DID NOT KNOW 
IF WE HAD MADE ANY SPECIFIC APPROACH TO ANY SPECIFIC 
COUNTRY. 

4. SAUD SAID THERE WERE WIDESPREAD REPORTS 
THAT THE SAG WAS HELPING THE PHALANGISTS. I SAID 
I HAD HEARD THAT ALSO. THE PRINCE SAID THEY WERE 
COMPLETELY UNTRUE. SAUDI WAS GIVING NO RPT 

NO SUPPORT TO ANY OF THE FIGHTING FACTIONS. HE SAID 
THEY HAD, HOWEVER, GIVEN SUPPORT TO THE LEBANESE 
ARMY AND HE ASSUMED WE WOULD APPROVE OF THIS. (COMMENT: 
SAUDI ARABIA, OF COURSE, IS GIVING CONSIDERABLY REGULAR 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIANS.) 

5. SAUD SAID, AS HE HAD BEFORE, THAT HE STRONGLY 
BELIEVED THE ONLY WAY OF PRESERVING ORDER IN LEBANON 
WOULD BE THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF AN INTERARAB FORCE 
INVITED INTO LEBANON BY ALL THE MAJOR LEBANESE PARTIES. 
AKINS 
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